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Aeroflex and EXFO NetHawk launch LTE network capacity  

test solution 
 

EAST500 system demonstrated emulation of the largest number of user equipment 
(UEs) over the LTE RF interface at Mobile World Congress 2010 

 
http://www.aeroflex.com/ats/products/prodfiles/news/03182010.pdf 

 

Cambridge, UK, and Oulu, Finland – March 18, 2010—Aeroflex and NetHawk 

(recently acquired by EXFO), leading global providers of Long Term Evolution (LTE) 

test equipment, announced today that they have developed a complete system for LTE 

network capacity testing over RF with real data services and applications. 

The EAST500 is a single integrated test system based upon proven test 

solutions: Aeroflex’s LTE RF air interface technology integrated with NetHawk’s load 

test capability. Both companies are leaders in LTE test. The Aeroflex TM500 Series UE 

Test Mobile is the de facto industry standard for testing LTE infrastructure equipment. 

The NetHawk EAST system is deployed for LTE load test simulation by a majority of 

network vendors worldwide.  

The EAST500 hardware is flexible and scalable depending upon the number of 

UEs and number of cells required. The system offers true end-to-end LTE load testing 

over RF in both FDD (frequency division duplex) and TDD (time division duplex) 

environments. The EAST500 was successfully demonstrated at GSMA Mobile World 
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Congress 2010 in Barcelona, where more LTE UEs over RF were shown than any other 

test solution presented at the show. 

The Aeroflex LTE RF air interface integrated within EAST500 is the most widely 

deployed LTE UE RF test solution. The Aeroflex TM500 has already completed inter-

operability testing with every major infrastructure vendor worldwide. Aeroflex’s installed 

base allows EAST500 to dramatically reduce the time taken by manufacturers to get up 

and running. Compared to alternative solutions, the EAST500 reduces test time from 

months to days.  

“Manufacturers building LTE network equipment need a dependable solution for 

LTE load and capacity testing. EXFO NetHawk is very pleased to be working with 

Aeroflex, the market leader in LTE test mobile emulation to address this need,” said 

Jouko Uimonen, Business Director of Simulators, EXFO NetHawk.  

“The EAST500 addresses the challenge of testing the complete LTE 

infrastructure prior to network rollout, to ensure its performance under loaded conditions 

and deliver the best experience to subscribers,” said Nick Carter, product manager at 

Aeroflex Test Solutions. “By partnering with EXFO NetHawk we combine Aeroflex’s 

expertise in the LTE air interface with the benefit of EXFO NetHawk’s experience in 

whole-network load testing to deliver the ultimate LTE capacity test solution.” 

 

Pricing and availability 

The EAST500 network capacity test system is configured for each customer’s 

needs. For more information, contact your local Aeroflex sales office by visiting or 

calling Aeroflex Sales at (800) 835-2352 [US], +44 (0)1438 742200 [UK] or info-

test@aeroflex.com. 

 

EXFO NetHawk contacts 

Jari Sankala, Sales Director, NetHawk Product Line 
+358 40 3010 300 
jari.sankala@nethawk.exfo.com 
 
Vance Oliver, Manager of Investor Relations, EXFO 
+1 (418) 683-0913, ext. 3733 
vance.oliver@exfo.com 
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About EXFO NetHawk 

Founded in 1991, NetHawk is one of the leading providers of telecommunications 

network analyzers and simulators. On March 12, 2010 it was announced that NetHawk 

has been acquired by EXFO, a leading provider of next-generation test and service 

assurance solutions for wireless and wireline networks. EXFO NetHawk products and 

systems are used in the development and operation of telecommunications networks by 

leading communications equipment manufacturers and operators worldwide. 

EXFO NetHawk employs about 370 specialists who focus on the development, 

production, sales, and marketing of testing tools for converging networks. 

Headquartered in Oulu, Finland, NetHawk has local offices in Sweden, Germany, 

France, India, Singapore, China, U.A.E, and the United States. In addition, a wide 

network of distributors ensures local service all over the world. For more information 

about EXFO NetHawk, see http://www.nethawk.fi 

 

About Aeroflex 

Aeroflex Incorporated is a global provider of high technology solutions to the 

aerospace, defense, cellular and broadband communications markets. The Company’s 

diverse technologies allow it to design, develop, manufacture and market a broad range 

of test, measurement and microelectronic products. Aeroflex Incorporated was founded 

in 1937 and today has more than 2,600 employees worldwide. Additional information 

concerning Aeroflex Incorporated can be found on the company’s web site: 

www.aeroflex.com.  
 

 
All statements other than statements of historical fact included in this press release regarding Aeroflex’s 
business strategy and plans and objectives of its management for future operations are forward-looking 
statements. When used in this press release, words such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” 
“intend” and similar expressions, as they relate to Aeroflex or its management, identify forward-looking 
statements. Such forward-looking statements are based on the current beliefs of Aeroflex’s management, 
as well as assumptions made by and information currently available to its management. Actual results 
could differ materially from those contemplated by the forward-looking statements as a result of certain 
factors, including but not limited to, competitive factors and pricing pressures, changes in legal and 
regulatory requirements, technological change or difficulties, product development risks, 
commercialisation difficulties and general economic conditions. Such statements reflect our current views 
with respect to the future and are subject to these and other risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  
Aeroflex does not undertake any obligation to update such forward-looking statements.  


